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E-11 Environmental Assessment Checklist  


ADOH Contract No.     

Recipient     
NOTE: This form must be completed for all Environmental Assessment Projects.  Refer to instructions on the next page to complete this form.

	Impact Categories
	Impact

Code
	Supporting Documentation MUST be cited (phone calls, letters, on-site visits)

	LAND DEVELOPMENT
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1.
Conformance with 


Comprehensive Plans 
and Zoning
	     
	     

	2.
Compatibility and 
Urban Impact
	     
	     

	3.
Slope
	     
	     

	4.
Erosion
	     
	     

	5.
Soil Suitability
	     
	     

	6.
Hazards and Nuisances, 
including Site Safety
	     
	     

	7.
Energy Consumption
	     
	     

	ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN AND HISTORIC VALUES
	

	8.
Visual Quality -


Coherence, Diversity,
Compatible Use & Scale
	     
	     

	COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES

	9.
Solid Waste
	     
	     


	Impact Code:
	

	A.
No Impact Anticipated
	D.
Potentially Adverse, Requires More Study

	B.
Potentially Beneficial
	E.
Needs Mitigation

	C.
Potentially Adverse, Requires Documentation Only
	F.
Requires Project Modification


GUIDANCE QUESTIONS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

1.
Comprehensive Planning and Zoning Conformance

CONCERNS:  Is the proposal consistent with the completed components of local plans and supporting zoning? If not and the project is to continue, provide a supporting discussion explaining the decision basis. Identify areas where the project may conform to local planning objectives. Identify any anticipated functional conflicts and plans for mitigation where necessary. 

ACTION:  Contact the local planning and zoning official.

2.
Compatibility and Urban Impact

CONCERNS:  Covers such concerns as incompatible land use due to opposing functional needs or encroachment tendencies of one use upon another, (overcrowding of buildings on the land, non-conforming land use, non-conforming building use, inducing excess traffic, causing excess noise and similar day-to-day functional demands). If a project locates water/sewer lines in a base flood hazard zone, will it induce development into such a hazardous area? Will secondary impacts occur such as encouraging urban sprawl prior to development of an applicable growth management plan and supportive zoning? Would the project impose new development into an existing neighborhood that would aggravate the transitional character of the neighborhood or increase new unwanted intrusions (introduction of off-street or on street parking, introduction of lighting to a park to encourage night use of the park area where not previously found)? 

ACTION:  Contact the local planning department or review the site.

3.
Slope Stability

CONCERNS:  If applicable, the following slope issues should be examined; (1) evidence of mud slides or other earth movement, (2) evidence of slump occurrences, (3) neighboring retaining walls tilting from possible past earth movement or that might indicate conditions prone to sliding. 

ACTION:  Contact the project engineer.

6.
Hazards, Nuisances And Site Safety

CONCERNS:  Form E-4 requires an examination for potential danger to project beneficiaries from exposure to hazards such as sanitary and hazardous waste landfills, toxic chemical dumps, uranium mill tailings and other radioactive materials in nearby lands. In addition, an evaluation of explosive and flammable or fire-prone hazards is required. Other hazards include the presence of rodent infestation; nuisances from odors; glare; dust; vibration; inadequate street lighting; improperly screened drains or catchments; abandoned-dilapidated buildings improperly boarded-up; unscreened quarries or other excavation works; dangerous intersections; hazardous; unrepaired street conditions; street pounding causing nuisance ingress and egress problems to the project area; and similar safety concerns.

ACTION:   Contact the Arizona Department of Health Services; Department of Environmental Quality. Conduct a visual review of the site.

7.
Energy Consumption

CONCERNS:  Energy consumption is viewed in a two-fold manner: (1) energy consumed directly by the facility to be constructed as to heating and cooling, hot water and, (2) energy consumed indirectly or induced by the facility, consumed chiefly in the transportation of people and goods to and from the project.

ACTION:  Contact the project architect, engineer, or the Arizona Energy Office.

8.
Visual Quality: Coherence, Diversity, Compatible Use and Scale

CONCERNS:  Will the project cause the noticeable deterioration or physical alteration of the natural landscape without comparable mitigation? Will there be an intrusion of elements out of character, size, scale or setback? Will the project alter established vistas and views, enclosed or open? Will landmarks or focal points become obscured by the project proposal? Will established pathways, bikeways or trails be impaired? Are complimentary features established to existing distinguishing landmarks or development features in the impact area of the project? Will unique building groups be impaired visually by project? 

ACTION:  Contact the project architect or engineer.

9.
Solid Waste 

CONCERNS:  Will the project generate substantial amounts of solid waste? Can the local disposal system adequately service the proposed development over its expected lifetime? Is collection service adequate? Are there any local concerns as to potential health threats from collection practices or from the solid waste disposal facility? Is recycling of project-generated solid waste practicable?

ACTION:  Contact the project architect and local solid waste disposal service.

	Impact Categories
	Impact

Code
	Supporting Documentation MUST be cited (phone calls, letters, on-site visits)

	COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES (cont'd)

	10.
Wastewater
	     
	     

	11.
Storm Water
	     
	     

	12.
Water Supply
	     
	     

	13.
Public Safety
	
	     

	


Police
	     
	

	


Fire
	     
	     

	


Emergency




Medical
	     
	     

	14. Open Space 
	
	     

	


Open Space
	     
	

	


Recreation
	     
	     

	


Cultural




Facilities
	     
	     

	15.
Transportation
	     
	     

	16.
Educational Facilities
	     
	     

	17.
Commercial Facilities
	     
	     


	Impact Code:
	

	A.
No Impact Anticipated
	D.
Potentially Adverse, Requires More Study

	B.
Potentially Beneficial
	E.
Needs Mitigation

	C.
Potentially Adverse, Requires Documentation Only
	F.
Requires Project Modification


E-11

GUIDANCE QUESTIONS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

10.
Wastewater


CONCERNS:  If applicable, will the existing wastewater treatment system and facilities adequately service the proposed project? Will the project cause the design capacity to be exceeded? Will project residents or beneficiaries be adversely affected by a wastewater treatment facility? Is the wastewater treatment plant serving residents approved by appropriate health officials? 


ACTION:  Contact the project architect, engineer, and the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality.

11.
Storm Water 


CONCERNS:  If applicable, will the existing or planned storm water disposal and treatment system adequately service the project or project beneficiaries? Will the project cause an overload of the design capacity of the storm water facilities? Are the project beneficiaries subject to temporary flooding or ponding impacts in terms of impairment of access to their residences? 


ACTION:  Contact the project engineer or architect.

12.
Water Supply


CONCERNS:  Is there a potable water supply available for project beneficiaries? Is it periodically inspected by health authorities? 


ACTIONS:  Contact the local water utility and the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality.

13.
Public Safety: Police, Fire, Emergency


CONCERNS: Are the project beneficiaries adequately serviced by police, fire, and emergency services? Is there 24-hour police patrol service? Are special plans needed for added staff or a special project-related security system? Is the crime rate in the project area characterized by any unique manifestations requiring special services, i.e., a high instance of drug use by teenagers, breaking and entering, street crimes?


Is the access time of fire vehicles to the project area in accord with local standards?  Are the building materials in the project area in compliance with local fire codes? Are fire hydrant locations located in accord with local development criteria? Is there fire fighting equipment storage?


Are emergency services available and appropriate to the needs of project beneficiaries? Is the access route for accessibility in compliance with local regulations? Will the project create any obstacles for emergency vehicles in meeting their responsibilities?


ACTION:  Contact local law enforcement and fire protection officials.

14.
Open Space And Recreation 


CONCERNS:  Is there adequate park and open land for use by project area residents? Will the project cause a lessening of the availability of service? Is park and recreation space conveniently accessible and usable to all resident groups in the project area? Is there a need to be filled?


ACTION:  Contact the local parks and recreation official or community planner.

15.
Transportation 


CONCERNS:  If applicable to project objectives, is there adequate access to the locally recognized public transportation system? Is the service directly and conveniently available? Do any project beneficiaries need special transportation considerations due to the inadequacy of convenient shopping services? Will the project serve to reduce the mobility of any segment of the population? 


ACTION:  Contact the local transit service or community planner.

16.
Education


CONCERNS: Will the project impact on the local schools? Is sufficient capacity available? Does the project affect safe access to existing schools? Has the school been informed of the project? Are special education services needed? 


ACTION:  Contact the local school board office.

17.
Commercial Facilities


CONCERNS:  Will the project impact on commercial service facilities? Are additional commercial services needed to assure that project area residents have a full range of services at competitive prices? Do project beneficiaries have convenient and safe access to a full range of commercial services?


ACTION:  Contact the local planning and zoning official.
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	Impact Categories
	Impact

Code
	Supporting Documentation MUST be cited (phone calls, letters, on-site visits)

	COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES (cont'd)



	18.
Health Care
	     
	     

	19.
Social Services
	     
	     

	NATURAL FEATURES
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20.
Water Resources
	     
	     

	21.
Surface Water
	     
	     

	22.
Water Courses
	     
	     

	23.
Unique Natural Features

and Agricultural Lands
	     
	     

	24.
Vegetation and Wildlife
	     
	     

	SOCIOECONOMIC
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	25.
Demographic Character


Comprehensive Plans 
and Zoning
	     
	     

	26.
Displacement
	     
	     

	27.
Employment and

Income Patterns
	     
	     


	Impact Code:
	

	A.
No Impact Anticipated
	D.
Potentially Adverse, Requires More Study

	B.
Potentially Beneficial
	E.
Needs Mitigation

	C.
Potentially Adverse, Requires Documentation Only
	F.
Requires Project Modification


E-11

GUIDANCE QUESTIONS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

18.

Health Care


CONCERNS:  Do project beneficiaries have any unrecognized health service needs, i.e., emergency medical services, ambulance service, visiting health service for the elderly or homebound?


ACTION:  Contact local health agencies.

19.

Social Services



CONCERNS: Will the project objectives be influenced by the availability or the lack of special social services, i.e., children support groups, childcare centers, family counseling services, services for the elderly? Is there a need for youth recreation centers?



ACTION:  Contact local social service agencies.

20.

Water Resources



CONCERNS:  Will the project use local groundwater resources or wells? Is there a high water table that should be considered during project construction? Is there a possible subsidence problem due to dependence on wells or groundwater resource?



ACTION:  Contact the project engineer and the Arizona Department of Water Resources and Arizona Department of Environmental Quality.

21.
Surface Water



CONCERNS:  On-site seepage or springs may indicate potential drainage problems or impacting of a groundwater resource. Is there evidence of impoundment of water on the project site? Will the project significantly add to the impervious surface in its impact area and thereby increase demands on drainage facilities? 



ACTION:  Contact the project engineer or architect.

22.
Water Course



CONCERNS:  Will watercourses other than coastal zones be impacted as a result of project action? Will such impacts cause a loss of natural drainage areas or a loss of riparian features amenable to recreation use in its natural state? Will the project damage game and/or fish habitats or spawning grounds? Will cut and fill work alter the watercourse path or boundaries? 



ACTION:  Contact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the project architect/engineer.

23.
Unique Natural Features And Agricultural Lands



CONCERNS:  Will the project affect unique natural features such as dunes, waterfalls, rock-outcroppings, stands of trees, planting areas, natural landmarks, or focal points? Will natural pathways be affected? Will unique or prime agricultural land areas be affected or farmlands designated as important by state or local government? 



ACTION:  Conduct an on site review, contact the local extension service or local zoning department.

24.
Vegetation And Wildlife



CONCERNS:  Will the project damage or destroy existing remnant plant communities, wildlife habitat, or their food chain? Will the project create environmental conditions eliminating plant life without mitigation measures? Will it, conversely, create conditions favorable to the proliferation of pest species, i.e., rats, flies and mosquitoes? 



ACTION:  Contact the Arizona Game and Fish Department and conduct an on-site review.

25.
Demographic Character Changes 



CONCERNS:  Demographic (distribution of commonly identified segments of the population) characteristics can provide an indication of the special needs of various segments of the population. Consider the following questions: Will the project measurably alter the tenant-owner status of the area? Will special services be needed, i.e., relocation services, home maintenance counseling or assistance? Will certain segments of the population become isolated by the project, i.e., elderly low-income? What affect will the project have on the vacancy ratio? Will special social services created by the population composition changes be needed in the project impact area, i.e. job counseling, youth services, elderly services, child-care, visiting nursing service?



ACTION: Contact the local planning department and social service agencies.

26. Displacement

CONCERNS:  Will the project displace individuals, families or businesses? If so, are relocation services available? If necessary, are appropriate relocation resources available?



ACTION:  Contact the local Public Housing Authority and the Recipient itself.

27.
Employment And Income Pattern



CONCERNS: Will the project create favorable or unfavorable conditions for expansion of commercial or industrial business life? Will project area residents directly benefit? Will there be negative impacts on the project area's residential life? Will employment opportunities be available to the locally unemployed or under-employed? Will there be more entrepreneurial opportunities available to local population? Will the housing stock be affected if a high number of new, outside employees are imported?



ACTION:  Contact the local planning and zoning official.






       

28.
Summary of Findings and Conclusions

     
29.
ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION


Alternatives and Project Modifications Considered

(Identify other reasonable courses of action that were considered and not selected, such as other sites, design modifications, or other uses of the subject site. Describe the benefits and adverse impacts to the human environment and the reasons for rejecting it.)

     
30.
No Action Alternative

(Discuss the benefits and adverse impacts to the human environment of not implementing the preferred alternative.)


     
31.
Mitigation Measures Recommended

(Recommend feasible ways in which the proposal or external factors relating to the proposal should be modified in order to eliminate or minimize adverse environmental impacts.)

     
32.
Additional Studies Performed

(Attach studies or summaries.)

     
33.
a.
The project is in compliance with applicable laws and regulations.     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


b.
An EIS is required.     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


c.
A Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) can be made because the project will not significantly 



affect the quality of the human environment.     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Prepared by (insert name and title)     
Signature
Date


